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In the Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) Process A process for th e production of producing a compound 
or reaction product of the following formula (I) 




[[by]] comprising the steps of converting a compound of formula (II) with 2-pyr- 
rolidone, charact e rized in that an exc e ss of wherein 2-pyrrolidone is used[[,]] in excess 
relative to said compound (II)[[,]] to form a reaction mixture. 

2. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 1 , charact e riz e d in that 
in a subs e quent further comprising the step of crystallizing said [[the]] reaction 
product (I) to isolate said reaction product (I) is isolat e d directly from [[the]] said 
reaction mixture by crystallisation . 

3. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim L wherein said process 
comprises using 2-pyrrolidone in an amount of or 2, charact e riz e d in that 1.5 to 5 mol ; 
pr e f e rably 2 to 4 mol, esp e cially pref e rably 2.5 to 3.5 mol, of 2 pyrrolidon e ar e us e d, 
e ach valu e relative to the amount of compound (II). 

4. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to any on e of th e pr e c e ding 
claims, charact e riz e d in that th e claim 1 , wherein said process comprises performing 
said conversion is p e rform ed at a temperature of 50 to 200 °C. 

5. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 4, charact e riz e d in that 
wherein said process comprises the step t e mp e ratur e of th e reaction mixtur e is initially 
heated heating said reaction mixture to an initial temperature of 70 to 130 °C T 
preferably to 8 0 to 120 °C, and subsequently heating said reaction mixture to a 
subsequent temperature of 140 to 200 °C , pref e rably 150 to 190 °C . 

6. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 5, charact e rized in that 
the wherein said process comprises the step of maintaining said initial temperature is 
maintain e d for a period of 0.5 to 2 hours h, pr e f e rably 1 to 1.5 h, and maintaining 
[[the]] said subsequent temperature is maintain e d for a period of 1 to 8 hours h? 
pr e ferably from 2 to 5 h . 

7. (currently amended) Process The process according to claim 6, charact e riz e d in that 
fee further comprising the steps of: 
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cooling said reaction mixture; 

seeding said reaction mixture* [[is]] after cooling , s ee d e d with seed crystals of 
compound (I)[[,]]l and is maintained 

maintaining said reaction mixture seeded with said seed crystals at room 
temperature , pref e rably at least 25 °C, for a period of 24 [[h]] hours to 7 days 7 
pr e f e rably 50 to 100 h, to enable crystallisation. 

8. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 7, characteriz e d in that 
the wherein said crystallisation is carried through at a temperature of 30 to 70 °C, 
preferably at 10 to 60 °C . 

9. (currently amended) Process A process for the production of a compound of the 
following formula (III), comprising the following steps: 




(A) Preparing said compound (I) according to a process according to any on e of 
claims claim 1 [[to 8]]; 

(B) performing a reduction reaction , giving to provide said compound (III) in salt 
form; and 

(C) liberating compound (III) from the salt. 

10. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 9, charact e riz e d in 
feat wherein said process comprises using a reaction product isolated by crystallisation 
according to any on e of claims claim 1 to 8 is us e d as compound (I). 

1 1 . (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 9 , comprising the step 
of performing said or 10, charact e rized in that the reduction reaction (step B) is 
p e rform e d in the presence of zinc and acid. 

12. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 1 1 , charact e riz e d in 
that comprising the step of initially dissolving said compound (I) , pr e ferably in 
crystallis e d form, is initially dissolv e d in glacial acetic acid and [[that]] subsequently 
adding zinc and hydrochloric acid ar e add e d to said compound (IT dissolved in glacial 
acetic acid . 

13. (currently amended) Process The process according to claim 12, charact e riz e d in 
that th e comprising the step of performing said reduction reaction is p e rformed in the 
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presence of aqueous sulfuric acid and zinc dust. 

14. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to any on e of claims claim 9 a 
to 13, characteriz e d in that further comprising the step of, subsequent to step (B), 
isolating said compound (III) is isolat e d as a salt by crystallisation from [[the]] said 
reaction mixture. 

15. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to any on e of claims claim 9 4 
further comprising the step of, to 14, charact e riz e d in that in step ( C \ adding a base to 
said reaction mixture to liberate said [[the]] compound (III) is lib e rat e d from the salt 
by addition of a base, preferably by addition of NaOH . 

16. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 15, characterized in 
feat wherein step (C) is carried through under heating, and further comprising the step 
of obtaining with th e said compound (III), which is liberated from the salt, b e ing 
obtain e d in molten form. 

17. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process according to claim 16, characteriz e d in 
that th e further comprising the step of cooling down said compound (III) present in 
molten form by freezing is cool e d down and, after freezing, is crystallis e d crystallizing 
said compound (IIP from an aqueous alkaline solution. 

18. (currently amended) Proc e ss A process for the production of a compound (III), 
starting from a salt of said compound (IIP , characterized in that comprising the step of 
liberating and isolating said compound (III) is liberat e d and isolated from the salt as a 
free base in molten form. 

19. (currently amended) Process The process according to claim 18, charact e riz e d in 
that th e further comprising the step of cooling down said compound (III) present in 
molten form to freezing is cool e d down and , after fr e ezing, is crystallis e d 
subsequently crystallizing said compound (III) from an aqueous alkaline solution. 

20. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process for the production of a compound of 
formula (III) according to claim 18. further comprising the as indicated, charact e riz e d 
in that it contains a step of separating said wh e r e in this compound (IIP is s e parat e d 
from the reaction mixture in liquid form. 

21. (currently amended) Proc e ss The process for the production of a compound of 
formula (III) as indicat e d, according to claim 20, further comprising charact e riz e d in 
that said proc e ss compris e s the following steps: 



reducing th e afor e mention e d said compound (I) to compound (III): 
to provide said compound (III) in salt form; and 
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adding a base to said compound (III) to liberate said , wh e reby compound (III) 
is liberat e d from the salt and to separate said compound (III) separat e s out in 
liquid form,. 

22. (currently amended) Use of a compound of formula (I), produced according to a 
process according to any on e of claims claim 1 [[to 9]], for th e production of 
producing a compound of formula (III) in a form selected from the group consisting of 
[[as]] a free base or in the form of and a salt. 

23. (new) The process according to claim 3, wherein said process comprises using 2- 
pyrrolidone in an amount of 2 to 4 mol relative to the amount of compound (II). 

24. (new) The process according to claim 23, wherein said process comprises using 2- 
pyrrolidone in an amount of 2.5 to 3.5 mol relative to the amount of compound (II). 

25. (new) The process according to claim 5, wherein said process comprises the step 
of initially heating said reaction mixture to an initial temperature of 80 to 120 °C and 
subsequently heating said reaction mixture to a subsequent temperature of 150 to 190 
°C. 

26. (new) The process according to claim 6, wherein said process comprises the step 
of maintaining said initial temperature for a period of 1 to 1.5 hours and maintaining 
said subsequent temperature for a period of 2 to 5 hours. 

27. (new) The process according to claim 7, comprising the step of maintaining said 
reaction mixture seeded with said seed crystals at a temperature of at least 25 °C for a 
period of 50 to 100 hours to enable crystallisation. 

28. (new) The process according to claim 8, wherein said crystallisation is carried 
through at a temperature of 40 to 60 °C. 

29. (new) The process according to claim 15, wherein said base is NaOH. 

30. (new) Use of a compound of formula (I), produced according to a process 
according to claim 9, for producing a compound of formula (III) in a form selected 
from the group consisting of a free base and a salt. 



